The South West Area Advisory Group (SWAAG) has now held 5 meetings. So far: 

· Members elected two co-chairs, Mary Thornton (Early Support for Parents) and Catherine Viney (COSMOS), and agreed on terms of reference for the group.
· Members learned more about the South West area – demographics about the people who live here, which suburbs are most disadvantaged, and what types of services people need. 

· Hobart, Glenorchy and Kingborough Councils have given presentations, as has the Kids Come First project.
· DHHS provides regular updates on reforms in disability services and child and family services. 

· Baptcare presented information about the new Disability Gateway service.

· A working group has been set up to look at disability services and how we can better meet client needs and deliver services effectively.

· Members discussed the area plan and identified some actions that can be done quickly to improve services across the area.

The next SWAAG meeting will be held on Thursday 8 July. People with an interest in the group are encouraged to contact either Speak Out or Advocacy Tas. 
